
Editorial

I am very fortunate to have been in our noble profession
of Anaesthesia for forty plus years. During this time, I
have been privileged to be a member of various World
Federation of Societies of Anaesthesiologists (WFSA)
committees in various capacities. I am amazed and
humbled by the many colleagues who voluntarily serve
on these numerous WFSA committees in various
capacities, adding value to theWFSA and Anaesthesiology
as a specialty.

The History of Anaesthesia has always fascinated
many of us, particularly as my own Society of
Anaesthesiologists of South Africa is a founder
member of WFSA. It is therefore very exciting to
present a UIA edition of the History of Anaesthesia
from various countries of the world, to help celebrate
the 70th birthday of WFSA. All of the regions of
WFSA are represented, but most certainly not all of
the countries, nor societies. Please do not feel
offended if the history of your own country is not

included. . . .this would have been an impractical and

massive task. Having said this, I agree with David

Wilkinson’s comment when he says that it would be

fantastic if all of the member societies of WFSA

would one day document the History of Anaesthesia

in their own countries.

The contributions that are included in this edition of

the UIA were volunteered by various colleagues with

whom I have contact through my WFSA work, I thank

you all most sincerely, particularly as our timelines have

been very tight. Huge thanks also go to Rosa and Francis

in WFSA Secretariat, Bala Bhaskar, our deputy editor

as well as our publisher colleagues. . . . .your support

and patience is commendable and appreciated.

I sincerely hope that you, our readers enjoy this

edition, and learn a little about the trials, tribulations

and successes in Anaesthesia in various far-flung

corners of our Anaesthesia world.

Christina Lundgren
University of the Witwatersrand
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